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JURHA’S VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMAN ACT POLICIES 

The Jonesboro Urban Renewal and Housing Authority’s (JURHA) Violence against Women Act 
Policies are located in the Public Housing Admissions and Continued Occupancy policy (ACOP) 
and the Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan (AP).   

Below are excerpts from Public Housing Admissions and Continued Occupancy policy (ACOP) 
and the Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan (AP) that comprise JURHA’s VAWA 
policies. 

PUBLIC HOUSING ACOP, CHAPTER 3 - ELIGIBILITY, 3-III.F. PROHIBITION 
AGAINST DENIAL OF ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, 
DATING VIOLENCE, AND STALKING [Pub.L. 109-162] 
The Violence against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA) prohibits denial of 
admission to an otherwise qualified applicant on the basis that the applicant is or has been a 
victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. Specifically, Section 607(2) of VAWA 
adds the following provision to Section 6 of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, which lists contract 
provisions and requirements for the public housing program: 

Every contract for contributions shall provide that . . . the public housing agency shall not 
deny admission to the project to any applicant on the basis that the applicant is or has 
been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking if the applicant otherwise 
qualifies for assistance or admission, and that nothing in this section shall be construed to 
supersede any provision of any Federal, State, or local law that provides greater 
protection than this section for victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. 

Definitions 
As used in VAWA: 

• The term domestic violence includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence committed 
by a current or former spouse of the victim, by a person with whom the victim shares a child 
in common, by a person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a 
spouse, by a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family 
violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies, or by any other person against an 
adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts under the domestic or family 
violence laws of the jurisdiction. 

• The term dating violence means violence committed by a person who is or has been in a 
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim; and where the existence 
of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors: 

- The length of the relationship 

- The type of relationship 

- The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship 
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• The term stalking means:  

- To follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or 
intimidate; or 

- To place under surveillance with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another 
person; and 

- In the course of, or as a result of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly 
committed acts, to place a person in reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily 
injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm to (1) that person, (2) a member of the 
immediate family of that person, or (3) the spouse or intimate partner of that person. 

• The term immediate family member means, with respect to a person –  

- A spouse, parent, brother or sister, or child of that person, or an individual to whom that 
person stands in the position or place of a parent; or  

- Any other person living in the household of that person and related to that person by 
blood and marriage. 

Notification 
PHA Policy 

The PHA acknowledges that a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking 
may have an unfavorable history (e.g., a poor credit history, a record of previous damage 
to an apartment, a prior arrest record) that would warrant denial under the PHA’s 
policies. Therefore, if the PHA makes a determination to deny admission to an applicant 
family, the PHA will include in its notice of denial: 

A statement of the protection against denial provided by VAWA 

A description of PHA confidentiality requirements 

A request that an applicant wishing to claim this protection submit to the PHA 
documentation meeting the specifications below with her or his request for an 
informal hearing (see section 14-I.B) 

Documentation 

Victim Documentation 
PHA Policy 

An applicant claiming that the cause of an unfavorable history is that a member of the 
applicant family is or has been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking 
must provide documentation (1) demonstrating the connection between the abuse and the 
unfavorable history and (2) naming the perpetrator of the abuse. The documentation may 
consist of any of the following: 

A statement signed by the victim certifying that the information provided is true 
and correct and that it describes bona fide incident(s) of actual or threatened 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking 

A police or court record documenting the domestic violence, dating violence, 
or stalking 
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Documentation signed by a person who has assisted the victim in addressing 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, or the effects of such abuse. This 
person may be an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider; an 
attorney; or a medical or other knowledgeable professional. The person signing 
the documentation must attest under penalty of perjury to the person’s belief that 
the incidents in question are bona fide incidents of abuse. The victim must also 
sign the documentation. 

Perpetrator Documentation 
PHA Policy 

If the perpetrator of the abuse is a member of the applicant family, the applicant must 
provide additional documentation consisting of one of the following: 

A signed statement (1) requesting that the perpetrator be removed from the 
application and (2) certifying that the perpetrator will not be permitted to visit or 
to stay as a guest in the public housing unit 

Documentation that the perpetrator has successfully completed, or is successfully 
undergoing, rehabilitation or treatment. The documentation must be signed by an 
employee or agent of a domestic violence service provider or by a medical or 
other knowledgeable professional from whom the perpetrator has sought or is 
receiving assistance in addressing the abuse. The signer must attest under penalty 
of perjury to his or her belief that the rehabilitation was successfully completed or 
is progressing successfully. The victim and perpetrator must also sign or attest to 
the documentation. 

Time Frame for Submitting Documentation 
PHA Policy 

The applicant must submit the required documentation with her or his request for an 
informal hearing (see section 14-I.B) or must request an extension in writing at that time. 
If the applicant so requests, the PHA will grant an extension of 10 business days and will 
postpone scheduling the applicant’s informal hearing until after it has received the 
documentation or the extension period has elapsed. If, after reviewing the documentation 
provided by the applicant, the PHA determines that the family is eligible for assistance, 
no informal hearing will be scheduled, and the PHA will proceed with admission of the 
applicant family. 

PHA Confidentiality Requirements 
All information provided to the PHA regarding domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, 
including the fact that an individual is a victim of such violence or stalking, must be retained in 
confidence and may neither be entered into any shared database nor provided to any related 
entity, except to the extent that the disclosure (a) is requested or consented to by the individual in 
writing, (b) is required for use in an eviction proceeding, or (c) is otherwise required by 
applicable law. 
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PHA Policy 

If disclosure is required for use in an eviction proceeding or is otherwise required by 
applicable law, the PHA will inform the victim before disclosure occurs so that safety 
risks can be identified and addressed. 

 

 

PUBLIC HOUSING ACOP, CHAPTER 13 - LEASE TERMINATIONS, 13-III.F. 
PROHIBITION AGAINST TERMINATING TENANCY OF VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, AND STALKING [Pub.L. 109-162 and 109-271] 
 

The Violence against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA), provides that “criminal 
activity directly relating to domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, engaged in by a 
member of a tenant’s household or any guest or other person under the tenant’s control, shall not 
be cause for termination of the tenancy or occupancy rights, if the tenant or immediate family 
member of the tenant’s family is the victim or threatened victim of that abuse.” 

VAWA further provides that incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence, dating violence, 
or stalking may not be construed either as serious or repeated violations of the lease by the 
victim of such violence or as good cause for terminating the tenancy or occupancy rights of the 
victim of such violence. 

Definitions 
For the definitions of domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, and immediate family member, 
see section 3-III.F. 

VAWA and Other Laws [Pub.L. 109-162] 
VAWA does not supersede any other federal, state, or local law that provides greater protection 
to victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. 

Moreover, VAWA does not limit the PHA’s duty to honor court orders issued to protect a victim 
or to address the distribution of property when a family breaks up. 

Limits on VAWA Protections [Pub.L. 109-162] 

While VAWA prohibits a PHA from using domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking as the 
cause for a termination or eviction action against a public housing tenant who is the victim of the 
abuse, the protections it provides are not absolute. Specifically: 

• VAWA does not limit a PHA’s otherwise available authority to terminate assistance to or 
evict a victim for lease violations not premised on an act of domestic violence, dating 
violence, or stalking providing that the PHA does not subject the victim to a more demanding 
standard than other tenants. 

• VAWA does not limit a PHA’s authority to terminate the tenancy of any public housing 
tenant if the PHA can demonstrate an actual and imminent threat to other tenants or those 
employed at or providing service to the property if that tenant’s tenancy is not terminated. 
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PHA Policy 

In determining whether a public housing tenant who is a victim of domestic violence, 
dating violence, or stalking is an actual and imminent threat to other tenants or those 
employed at or providing service to a property, the PHA will consider the following, and 
any other relevant, factors: 

• Whether the threat is toward an employee or tenant other than the victim 
of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking 

• Whether the threat is a physical danger beyond a speculative threat 

• Whether the threat is likely to happen within a short period of time 

• Whether the threat to other tenants or employees can be eliminated in 
some other way, such as by helping the victim relocate to a confidential location 

If the tenant wishes to contest the PHA’s determination that he or she is an actual and 
imminent threat to other tenants or employees, the tenant may do so as part of the 
grievance hearing or in a court proceeding. 

Victim Notification [Notice PIH 2006-42] 
VAWA requires PHAs to notify tenants of their rights under VAWA and to inform them about 
the existence of form HUD-50066, Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, or 
Stalking. (For general VAWA notification policies, see section 16-VII.) Notice PIH 2006-42 
identifies two ways that a PHA may fulfill this requirement in the event of a termination or start 
of an eviction proceeding: 

• It may enclose the form with the termination or eviction notice and direct the family to 
complete, sign, and return the form, if applicable, by a specified date. 

• It may include language discussing the protections provided by VAWA in the termination or 
eviction notice and request that a tenant come to the PHA office and pick up the form if the 
tenant believes the VAWA protections apply. 

Notice PIH 2006-42 points out that mailing the certification form in response to an incident 
could place the victim at risk, since the abuser may be monitoring the mail. In such cases, the 
notice recommends that PHAs work with tenants to make other delivery arrangements. 

PHA Policy 

The PHA will follow the lease termination notice policy in section 13-IV.D. If the PHA 
has reason to suspect that the notice might place a victim of domestic violence at risk, it 
will attempt to deliver the notice by hand directly to the victim. The PHA will use the 
same caution if it decides to deliver VAWA information to a victim at any other time 
following an incident of domestic violence. 

Victim Documentation [Notice PIH 2006-42] 

VAWA authorizes PHAs responding to incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence, 
dating violence, or stalking to request in writing that a tenant complete, sign, and submit a HUD-
approved certification form (form HUD-50066). 
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In lieu of a certification form, or in addition to the certification form, a tenant may provide one of 
the following: 

• A federal, state, tribal, territorial, or local police or court record documenting the domestic 
violence, dating violence, or stalking 

• Documentation signed by an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider; an 
attorney; or a medical professional from whom the victim has sought assistance in addressing 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, or the effects of such abuse, in which the 
professional attests under penalty of perjury to the professional’s belief that the incidents in 
question are bona fide incidents of abuse, and the victim of domestic violence, dating 
violence, or stalking has signed or attested to the documentation  

A PHA is not required to demand that an individual produce official documentation or physical 
proof of an individual’s status as a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking in 
order to receive the protections of VAWA. A PHA may, at its discretion, provide assistance to an 
individual based solely upon the individual’s statement or other corroborating evidence. 

VAWA specifies that a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking must provide 
documentation of abuse within 14 business days after receipt of a written request for such 
documentation by a PHA. If the victim does not provide the documentation within that time 
frame, or any extension approved by the PHA, the victim forfeits the protections against 
termination afforded by VAWA, and the PHA is free to evict or terminate the assistance of the 
victim in accordance with otherwise applicable law and lease provisions. 

PHA Policy 

When a tenant family is facing lease termination because of the actions of a tenant, 
household member, guest, or other person under the tenant’s control and a tenant or 
immediate family member of the tenant’s family claims that she or he is the victim of 
such actions and that the actions are related to domestic violence, dating violence, or 
stalking, the PHA will request in writing that the individual submit documentation 
affirming that claim. The written request will include explicit instructions on where, 
when, and to whom the documentation must be submitted. It will also state the 
consequences for failure to submit the documentation by the deadline. 

The documentation will consist of a completed and signed form HUD-50066, 
Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, or Stalking. In lieu of the 
certification form, the PHA will accept either of the following forms of documentation: 

• A police or court record documenting the actual or threatened abuse 

• Documentation signed by a person who has assisted the victim in 
addressing domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, or the effects of such 
abuse. This person may be an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service 
provider; an attorney; or a medical or other knowledgeable professional. The 
person signing the documentation must attest under penalty of perjury to the 
person’s belief that the incidents in question are bona fide incidents of abuse. The 
victim must also sign the documentation. 

The PHA reserves the right to waive the documentation requirement if it determines that 
a statement or other corroborating evidence from the individual will suffice. 
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The individual claiming victim status must submit the requested documentation within 14 
business days after receipt of the PHA’s written request or must request an extension 
within that time frame. The PHA may, at its discretion, extend the deadline for 10 
business days. 

If the individual provides the requested documentation within 14 business days, or any 
PHA-approved extension, the PHA will reconsider its termination decision in light of the 
documentation. 

If the individual does not provide the requested documentation within 14 business days, 
or any PHA-approved extension, the PHA will proceed with termination of the family’s 
lease in accordance with applicable local, state, and federal law and the policies in this 
ACOP. 

Terminating or Evicting a Perpetrator of Domestic Violence 
Although VAWA provides protection from termination for victims of domestic violence, it does 
not provide protection for perpetrators. In fact, VAWA gives the PHA the explicit authority to 
bifurcate a lease, or to remove a household member from a lease, “in order to evict, remove, 
terminate occupancy rights, or terminate assistance to any individual who is a tenant or lawful 
occupant and who engages in criminal acts of physical violence against family members or 
others, without evicting, removing, terminating assistance to, or otherwise penalizing the victim 
of such violence who is also a tenant or lawful occupant.” Specific lease language affirming this 
authority is not necessary. Further, the authority supersedes any local, state, or other federal law 
to the contrary. However, if the PHA chooses to exercise this authority, it must follow any 
procedures prescribed by HUD or by applicable local, state, or federal law for eviction, lease 
termination, or termination of assistance [Pub.L. 109-271]. This means that the PHA must follow 
the same rules when terminating or evicting an individual as it would when terminating or 
evicting an entire family [3/16/07 Federal Register notice on the applicability of VAWA to HUD 
programs]. 

PHA Policy 

The PHA will bifurcate a family’s lease and terminate the tenancy of a family member if 
the PHA determines that the family member has committed criminal acts of physical 
violence against other family members or others. This action will not affect the tenancy 
or program assistance of the remaining, nonculpable family members. 

In making its decision, the PHA will consider all credible evidence, including, but not 
limited to, a signed certification (form HUD-50066) or other documentation of abuse 
submitted to the PHA by the victim in accordance with this section. The PHA will also 
consider the factors in section 13.III.E. Upon such consideration, the PHA may, on a 
case-by-case basis, choose not to bifurcate the lease and terminate the tenancy of the 
culpable family member. 

If the PHA does bifurcate the lease and terminate the tenancy of the culpable family 
member, it will do so in accordance with the lease, applicable law, and the policies in this 
ACOP. If necessary, the PHA will also take steps to ensure that the remaining family 
members have a safe place to live during the termination process. For example, the PHA 
may offer the remaining family members another public housing unit, if available; it may 
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help them relocate to a confidential location; or it may refer them to a victim service 
provider or other agency with shelter facilities. 

PHA Confidentiality Requirements [Pub.L. 109-162] 
All information provided to the PHA regarding domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, 
including the fact that an individual is a victim of such violence or stalking, must be retained in 
confidence and may neither be entered into any shared data base nor provided to any related 
entity, except to the extent that the disclosure (a) is requested or consented to by the individual in 
writing, (b) is required for use in an eviction proceeding, or (c) is otherwise required by 
applicable law. 

PHA Policy 

If disclosure is required for use in an eviction proceeding or is otherwise required by 
applicable law, the PHA will inform the victim before disclosure occurs so that safety 
risks can be identified and addressed. 

 

PUBLIC HOUSING, ACOP, CHAPTER 16 - PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION, PART 
VII: NOTIFICATION TO APPLICANTS AND TENANTS REGARDING 
PROTECTIONS UNDER THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2005 (VAWA) 

16-VII.A. OVERVIEW 
The Violence against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA) requires PHAs to inform 
public housing tenants of their rights under this law, including their right to confidentiality and 
the limits thereof. Since VAWA provides protections for applicants as well as tenants, PHAs 
may elect to provide the same information to applicants. 

This part describes the steps that the PHA will take to ensure that all actual and potential 
beneficiaries of its public housing program are notified about their rights under VAWA. 

16-VII.B. VAWA NOTIFICATION 
PHA Policy 

The PHA will post the following information regarding VAWA in its offices and on its 
Web site. It will also make the information readily available to anyone who requests it. 

A summary of the rights and protections provided by VAWA to public housing 
applicants and residents who are or have been victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, or stalking (see sample notice in Exhibit 16-1) 

The definitions of domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking provided in 
VAWA (included in Exhibit 16-1) 

An explanation of the documentation that the PHA may require from an 
individual who claims the protections provided by VAWA (included in  
Exhibit 16-1) 
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A copy of form HUD-50066, Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating 
Violence, or Stalking 

A statement of the PHA’s obligation to keep confidential any information that it 
receives from a victim unless (a) the PHA has the victim’s written permission to 
release the information, (b) it needs to use the information in an eviction 
proceeding, or (c) it is compelled by law to release the information (included in 
Exhibit 16-1) 

The National Domestic Violence Hot Line: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or 1-800-
787-3224 (TTY) (included in Exhibit 16-1) 

Contact information for local victim advocacy groups or service providers 

16-VII.C. NOTIFICATION TO APPLICANTS 
PHA Policy 

The PHA will provide all applicants with notification of their protections and rights under 
VAWA at the time they request an application for housing assistance. 

The notice will explain the protections afforded under the law, inform each applicant of 
PHA confidentiality requirements, and provide contact information for local victim 
advocacy groups or service providers. 

The PHA will also include in all notices of denial a statement explaining the protection 
against denial provided by VAWA (see section 3-III.F). 

16-VII.D. NOTIFICATION TO TENANTS [Pub.L. 109-162] 
VAWA requires PHAs to notify tenants assisted under public housing of their rights under this 
law, including their right to confidentiality and the limits thereof. 

PHA Policy 

The PHA will provide all tenants with notification of their protections and rights under 
VAWA at the time of admission and at annual reexamination. 

The notice will explain the protections afforded under the law, inform the tenant of PHA 
confidentiality requirements, and provide contact information for local victim advocacy 
groups or service providers. 

The PHA will also include in all lease termination notices a statement explaining the 
protection against termination or eviction provided by VAWA (see Section 13-IV.D). 

EXHIBIT 16-1: SAMPLE NOTICE TO PUBLIC HOUSING APPLICANTS AND 
RESIDENTS REGARDING THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA) 

This sample notice was adapted from a notice prepared by the National Housing Law Project. 

A federal law that went into effect in 2006 protects individuals who are victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, and stalking. The name of the law is the Violence against Women Act, 
or “VAWA.” This notice explains your rights under VAWA. 

Protections for Victims 
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If you are eligible for public housing, the housing authority cannot refuse to admit you to the 
public housing program solely because you are a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, 
or stalking. 

If you are the victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, the housing authority 
cannot evict you based on acts or threats of violence committed against you. Also, criminal acts 
directly related to the domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking that are caused by a 
member of your household or a guest can’t be the reason for evicting you if you were the victim 
of the abuse. 

Reasons You Can Be Evicted 
The housing authority can still evict you if the housing authority can show there is an actual and 
imminent (immediate) threat to other tenants or housing authority staff if you are not evicted. 
Also, the housing authority can evict you for serious or repeated lease violations that are not 
related to the domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking against you. The housing authority 
cannot hold you to a more demanding set of rules than it applies to tenants who are not victims. 

Removing the Abuser from the Household 
The housing authority may split the lease to evict a tenant who has committed criminal acts of 
violence against family members or others, while allowing the victim and other household 
members to stay in the public housing unit. If the housing authority chooses to remove the 
abuser, it may not take away the remaining tenants’ rights to the unit or otherwise punish the 
remaining tenants. In removing the abuser from the household, the housing authority must follow 
federal, state, and local eviction procedures. 

Proving that You Are a Victim of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, or Stalking 
The housing authority can ask you to prove or “certify” that you are a victim of domestic 
violence, dating violence, or stalking. In cases of termination or eviction, the housing authority 
must give you at least 14 business days (i.e. Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays do not count) to 
provide this proof. The housing authority is free to extend the deadline. There are three ways you 
can prove that you are a victim: 

• Complete the certification form given to you by the housing authority. The form will ask for 
your name, the name of your abuser, the abuser’s relationship to you, the date, time, and 
location of the incident of violence, and a description of the violence. 

• Provide a statement from a victim service provider, attorney, or medical professional who 
has helped you address incidents of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. The 
professional must state that he or she believes that the incidents of abuse are real. Both you 
and the professional must sign the statement, and both of you must state that you are signing 
“under penalty of perjury.” 

• Provide a police or court record, such as a protective order. 

If you fail to provide one of these documents within the required time, the housing authority may 
evict you. 

Confidentiality 

The housing authority must keep confidential any information you provide about the violence 
against you, unless: 
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• You give written permission to the housing authority to release the information. 

• The housing authority needs to use the information in an eviction proceeding, such as to evict 
your abuser. 

• A law requires the housing authority to release the information. 

If release of the information would put your safety at risk, you should inform the housing 
authority. 

VAWA and Other Laws 
VAWA does not limit the housing authority’s duty to honor court orders about access to or 
control of a public housing unit. This includes orders issued to protect a victim and orders 
dividing property among household members in cases where a family breaks up. 

VAWA does not replace any federal, state, or local law that provides greater protection for 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking.  

For Additional Information 
If you have any questions regarding VAWA, please contact ________________________ at 
____________________. 

For help and advice on escaping an abusive relationship, call the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or 1-800-787-3224 (TTY). 

Definitions 
For purposes of determining whether a tenant may be covered by VAWA, the following list of 
definitions applies: 

VAWA defines domestic violence to include felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence 
committed by any of the following: 

• A current or former spouse of the victim 

• A person with whom the victim shares a child in common 

• A person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse 

• A person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence 
laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies 

• Any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts 
under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction 

VAWA defines dating violence as violence committed by a person (1) who is or has been in a 
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim AND (2) where the existence 
of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors: 

• The length of the relationship 

• The type of relationship 

• The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship 

VAWA defines stalking as (A)(i) to follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to 
kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person OR (ii) to place under surveillance with the 
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intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person AND (B) in the course of, or as a result 
of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in 
reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm 
to (i) that person, (ii) a member of the immediate family of that person, or (iii) the spouse or 
intimate partner of that person. 

 

HCV ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN, CHAPTER 3 - ELIGIBILITY, 3-III.G. PROHIBITION 
AGAINST DENIAL OF ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, 
DATING VIOLENCE, AND STALKING [Pub.L. 109-162] 
The Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA) prohibits denial of 
admission to an otherwise qualified applicant on the basis that the applicant is or has been a 
victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking.  Specifically, Section 606(4)(A) of 
VAWA adds the following provision to Section 8 of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, which lists 
contract provisions and requirements for the housing choice voucher program: 

• That an applicant or participant is or has been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, 
or stalking is not an appropriate reason for denial of program assistance or for denial of 
admission, if the applicant otherwise qualifies for assistance or admission. 

Definitions 
As used in VAWA: 

• The term domestic violence includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence committed 
by a current or former spouse of the victim, by a person with whom the victim shares a child 
in common, by a person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a 
spouse, by a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family 
violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies, or by any other person against an 
adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts under the domestic or family 
violence laws of the jurisdiction. 

• The term dating violence means violence committed by a person who is or has been in a 
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim; and where the existence 
of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors: 

- The length of the relationship 

- The type of relationship 

- The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship 

• The term stalking means:  

- To follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or 
intimidate; or 

- To place under surveillance with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another 
person; and 

- In the course of, or as a result of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly 
committed acts, to place a person in reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily 
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injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm to (1) that person, (2) a member of the 
immediate family of that person, or (3) the spouse or intimate partner of that person. 

• The term immediate family member means, with respect to a person: 

- A spouse, parent, brother or sister, or child of that person, or an individual to whom that 
person stands in the position or place of a parent; or  

- Any other person living in the household of that person and related to that person by 
blood and marriage. 

Notification 
PHA Policy 

The PHA acknowledges that a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or 
stalking may have an unfavorable history (e.g., a poor credit history, a record of 
previous damage to an apartment, a prior arrest record) that would warrant denial 
under the PHA’s policies. Therefore, if the PHA makes a determination to deny 
admission to an applicant family, the PHA will include in its notice of denial: 

A statement of the protection against denial provided by VAWA 

A description of PHA confidentiality requirements 

A request that an applicant wishing to claim this protection submit to the PHA 
documentation meeting the specifications below with her or his request for an 
informal review (see section 16-III.D) 

Documentation 

Victim Documentation 
PHA Policy 

An applicant claiming that the cause of an unfavorable history is that a member of the 
applicant family is or has been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking 
must provide documentation (1) demonstrating the connection between the abuse and the 
unfavorable history and (2) naming the perpetrator of the abuse. The documentation may 
consist of any of the following: 

A statement signed by the victim certifying that the information provided is true 
and correct and that it describes bona fide incident(s) of actual or threatened 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking 

A police or court record documenting the domestic violence, dating violence, 
or stalking 

Documentation signed by a person who has assisted the victim in addressing 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, or the effects of such abuse. This 
person may be an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider; an 
attorney; or a medical or other knowledgeable professional. The person signing 
the documentation must attest under penalty of perjury to the person’s belief that 
the incidents in question are bona fide incidents of abuse. The victim must also 
sign the documentation. 
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Perpetrator Documentation 

PHA Policy 

If the perpetrator of the abuse is a member of the applicant family, the applicant must 
provide additional documentation consisting of one of the following: 

A signed statement (1) requesting that the perpetrator be removed from the 
application and (2) certifying that the perpetrator will not be permitted to visit or 
to stay as a guest in the assisted unit 

Documentation that the perpetrator has successfully completed, or is successfully 
undergoing, rehabilitation or treatment. The documentation must be signed by an 
employee or agent of a domestic violence service provider or by a medical or 
other knowledgeable professional from whom the perpetrator has sought or is 
receiving assistance in addressing the abuse. The signer must attest under penalty 
of perjury to his or her belief that the rehabilitation was successfully completed or 
is progressing successfully. The victim and perpetrator must also sign or attest to 
the documentation and have no violence calls from law enforcement for a 
period of six (6) months. 

Time Frame for Submitting Documentation 
PHA Policy 

The applicant must submit the required documentation with her or his request for an 
informal review (see section 16-III.D) within 14 business days. If after reviewing the 
documentation provided by the applicant the PHA determines that the family is eligible 
for assistance, no informal review will be scheduled and the PHA will proceed with 
admission of the applicant family. 

PHA Confidentiality Requirements 
All information provided to the PHA regarding domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, 
including the fact that an individual is a victim of such violence or stalking, must be retained in 
confidence and may neither be entered into any shared database nor provided to any related 
entity, except to the extent that the disclosure (a) is requested or consented to by the individual in 
writing, (b) is required for use in an eviction proceeding, or (c) is otherwise required by 
applicable law. 

PHA Policy 

If disclosure is required for use in an eviction proceeding or is otherwise required by 
applicable law, the PHA will inform the victim before disclosure occurs so that safety 
risks can be identified and addressed. 
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HCV ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN, CHAPTER 12 - TERMINATION OF ASSISTANCE 
AND TENANCY,  12-II.E. TERMINATING THE ASSISTANCE OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, OR STALKING VICTIMS AND PERPETRATORS 
[Pub.L. 109-162, Pub.L. 109-271] 
The Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA) provides that “criminal 
activity directly relating to domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, engaged in by a 
member of a tenant’s household or any guest or other person under the tenant’s control shall not 
be a cause for termination of assistance, tenancy, or occupancy rights if the tenant or an 
immediate member of the tenant’s family is the victim or threatened victim of that domestic 
violence, dating violence, or stalking.” 

VAWA also gives PHAs the authority to “terminate assistance to any individual who is a tenant 
or lawful occupant and who engages in criminal acts of physical violence against family 
members or others, without evicting, removing, terminating assistance to, or otherwise 
penalizing the victim of such violence who is also a tenant or lawful occupant.” 

VAWA does not limit the authority of the PHA to terminate the assistance of any participant if 
the PHA “can demonstrate an actual and imminent threat to other tenants or those employed at or 
providing service to the property if that tenant is not evicted or terminated from assistance.” 
However, situations where this might be relevant are extremely rare. 

PHA Policy 

In determining whether a participant who is a victim of domestic violence, dating 
violence, or stalking is an actual and imminent threat to other tenants or those employed 
at or providing service to a property, the PHA will consider the following, and any other 
relevant, factors: 

Whether the threat is toward an employee or tenant other than the victim of 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking 

Whether the threat is a physical danger beyond a speculative threat 

Whether the threat is likely to happen within a short period of time 

Whether the threat to other tenants or employees can be eliminated in some other 
way, such as by helping the victim relocate to a confidential location 

If the tenant wishes to contest the PHA’s determination that he or she is an actual and 
imminent threat to other tenants or employees, the tenant may do so as part of the 
informal hearing. 

Victim Documentation 
PHA Policy 

When a participant family is facing assistance termination because of the actions of a 
participant, household member, guest, or other person under the participant’s control and 
a participant or immediate family member of the participant’s family claims that she or 
he is the victim of such actions and that the actions are related to domestic violence, 
dating violence, or stalking, the PHA will request in writing that the individual submit 
documentation affirming that claim. The written request will include explicit instructions 
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on where, when, and to whom the documentation must be submitted. It will also state the 
consequences for failure to submit the documentation by the deadline. 

The documentation will consist of a completed and signed form HUD-50066, 
Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, or Stalking. In lieu of the 
certification form, the PHA will accept either of the following forms of documentation: 

A police or court record documenting the actual or threatened abuse 

Documentation signed by a person who has assisted the victim in addressing 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, or the effects of such abuse. This 
person may be an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider; an 
attorney; or a medical or other knowledgeable professional. The person signing 
the documentation must attest under penalty of perjury to the person’s belief that 
the incidents in question are bona fide incidents of abuse. The victim must also 
sign the documentation. 

The PHA reserves the right to waive the documentation requirement if it determines that 
a statement or other corroborating evidence from the individual will suffice. 

The individual claiming victim status must submit the requested documentation within 14 
business days after receipt of the PHA’s written request. 

If the individual provides the requested documentation within 14 business days,  the PHA 
will reconsider its termination decision in light of the documentation. 

If the individual does not provide the requested documentation within 14 business days,  
the PHA will proceed with termination of the family’s assistance in accordance with 
applicable law, program regulations, and the policies in this plan. 

 

Terminating the Assistance of a Domestic Violence Perpetrator 
Although VAWA provides assistance termination protection for victims of domestic violence, it 
does not provide protection for perpetrators. VAWA gives the PHA the explicit authority to 
“terminate assistance to any individual who is a tenant or lawful occupant and who engages in 
criminal acts of physical violence against family members or others…without terminating 
assistance to, or otherwise penalizing the victim of such violence who is also a tenant or lawful 
occupant.”  This authority is not dependent on a bifurcated lease or other eviction action by an 
owner against an individual family member. Further, this authority supersedes any local, state, or 
other federal law to the contrary. However, if the PHA chooses to exercise this authority, it must 
follow any procedures prescribed by HUD or by applicable local, state, or federal law regarding 
termination of assistance [Pub.L. 109-271]. This means that the PHA must follow the same rules 
when terminating assistance to an individual as it would when terminating the assistance of an 
entire family [3/16/07 Federal Register notice on the applicability of VAWA to HUD programs]. 

PHA Policy 

The PHA will terminate assistance to a family member if the PHA determines that the 
family member has committed criminal acts of physical violence against other family 
members or others. This action will not affect the assistance of the remaining, 
nonculpable family members. 



 Attachment N  to HUD-50075 Page 17

In making its decision, the PHA will consider all credible evidence, including, but not 
limited to, a signed certification (form HUD-50066) or other documentation of abuse 
submitted to the PHA by the victim in accordance with this section. The PHA will also 
consider the factors in section 12-II.D. Upon such consideration, the PHA may, on a 
case-by-case basis, choose not to terminate the assistance of the culpable family member. 

If the PHA does terminate the assistance of the culpable family member, it will do so in 
accordance with applicable law, HUD regulations, and the policies in this plan. 

PHA Confidentiality Requirements 
All information provided to the PHA regarding domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, 
including the fact that an individual is a victim of such violence or stalking, must be retained in 
confidence and may neither be entered into any shared data base nor provided to any related 
entity, except to the extent that the disclosure (a) is requested or consented to by the individual in 
writing, (b) is required for use in an eviction proceeding, or (c) is otherwise required by 
applicable law. 

PHA Policy 

If disclosure is required for use in an eviction proceeding or is otherwise required by 
applicable law, the PHA will inform the victim before disclosure occurs so that safety 
risks can be identified and addressed. 

 

HCV ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN, CHAPTER 16 -PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION,  
PART IX: NOTIFICATION REGARDING APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2005 (VAWA) 
The Violence against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA) requires PHAs to inform 
assisted tenants of their rights under this law, including their right to confidentiality and the 
limits thereof. Since VAWA provides protections for applicants as well as tenants, PHAs may 
elect to provide the same information to applicants. VAWA also requires PHAs to inform 
owners and managers of their obligations under this law. 

This part describes the steps that the PHA will take to ensure that all actual and potential 
beneficiaries of its housing choice voucher program are notified about their rights and that 
owners and managers are notified of their obligations under VAWA. 

PHA Policy 

The PHA will post the following information regarding VAWA in its offices and on its 
Web site. It will also make the information readily available to anyone who requests it. 

A summary of the rights and protections provided by VAWA to housing choice 
voucher program applicants and participants who are or have been victims of 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking (see sample notices in Exhibits 16-
1 and 16-2) 

The definitions of domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking provided in 
VAWA (included in Exhibits 16-1 and 16-2) 



 Attachment N  to HUD-50075 Page 18

An explanation of the documentation that the PHA may require from an 
individual who claims the protections provided by VAWA (included in Exhibits 
16-1 and 16-2) 

A copy of form HUD-50066, Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating 
Violence, or Stalking 

A statement of the PHA’s obligation to keep confidential any information that it 
receives from a victim unless (a) the PHA has the victim’s written permission to 
release the information, (b) it needs to use the information in an eviction 
proceeding, or (c) it is compelled by law to release the information (included in 
Exhibits 16-1 and 16-2) 

The National Domestic Violence Hot Line: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or  
1-800-787-3224 (TTY) (included in Exhibits 16-1 and 16-2) 

Contact information for local victim advocacy groups or service providers 

PART IX: NOTIFICATION REGARDING APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2005 (VAWA) 

16-IX.A. NOTIFICATION TO PARTICIPANTS [Pub.L. 109-162] 
VAWA requires PHAs to notify HCV program participants of their rights under this law, 
including their right to confidentiality and the limits thereof. 

PHA Policy 

The PHA will provide all participants with notification of their protections and rights 
under VAWA at the time of admission and at annual reexamination. 

The notice will explain the protections afforded under the law, inform the participant of 
PHA confidentiality requirements, and provide contact information for local victim 
advocacy groups or service providers. 

The PHA will also include in all assistance termination notices a statement explaining 
assistance termination protection provided by VAWA (see Section 12-II.E). 

16-IX.B. NOTIFICATION TO APPLICANTS 
PHA Policy 

The PHA will provide all applicants with notification of their protections and rights under 
VAWA at the time they request an application for housing assistance. 

The notice will explain the protections afforded under the law, inform each applicant of 
PHA confidentiality requirements, and provide contact information for local victim 
advocacy groups or service providers. 

The PHA will also include in all notices of denial a statement explaining the protection 
against denial provided by VAWA (see section 3-III.G). 

16-IX.C. NOTIFICATION TO OWNERS AND MANAGERS [Pub.L. 109-162] 
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VAWA requires PHAs to notify owners and managers of their rights and responsibilities under 
this law. 

PHA Policy 

Inform property owners and managers of their screening and termination responsibilities 
related to VAWA.  The PHA may utilize any or all of the following means to notify 
owners of their VAWA responsibilities: 

As appropriate in day to day interactions with owners and managers. 

Inserts in HAP payments, 1099s, owner workshops, classes, orientations, and/or 
newsletters. 

Signs in the PHA lobby and/or mass mailings which include model VAWA 
certification forms. 

 

 

EXHIBIT 16-1: SAMPLE NOTICE TO HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER APPLICANTS 
AND TENANTS REGARDING THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA) 

This sample notice was adapted from a notice prepared by the National Housing Law Project. 

A federal law that went into effect in 2006 protects individuals who are victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, and stalking. The name of the law is the Violence against Women Act, 
or “VAWA.” This notice explains your rights under VAWA. 

Protections for Victims 
If you are eligible for a Section 8 voucher, the housing authority cannot deny you rental 
assistance solely because you are a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. 

If you are the victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, you cannot be terminated 
from the Section 8 program or evicted based on acts or threats of violence committed against 
you. Also, criminal acts directly related to the domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking that 
are caused by a member of your household or a guest can’t be the reason for evicting you or 
terminating your rental assistance if you were the victim of the abuse. 

Reasons You Can Be Evicted 
You can be evicted and your rental assistance can be terminated if the housing authority or your 
landlord can show there is an actual and imminent (immediate) threat to other tenants or 
employees at the property if you remain in your housing. Also, you can be evicted and your 
rental assistance can be terminated for serious or repeated lease violations that are not related to 
the domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking committed against you. The housing authority 
and your landlord cannot hold you to a more demanding set of rules than it applies to tenants 
who are not victims. 

Removing the Abuser from the Household 
Your landlord may split the lease to evict a tenant who has committed criminal acts of violence 
against family members or others, while allowing the victim and other household members to 
stay in the assisted unit. Also, the housing authority can terminate the abuser’s Section 8 rental 
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assistance while allowing you to continue to receive assistance. If the landlord or housing 
authority chooses to remove the abuser, it may not take away the remaining tenants’ rights to the 
unit or otherwise punish the remaining tenants. In removing the abuser from the household, your 
landlord must follow federal, state, and local eviction procedures. 

Moving to Protect Your Safety 
The housing authority may permit you to move and still keep your rental assistance, even if your 
current lease has not yet expired. The housing authority may require that you be current on your 
rent or other obligations in the housing choice voucher program. The housing authority may ask 
you to provide proof that you are moving because of incidences of abuse. 

Proving that You Are a Victim of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, or Stalking 
The housing authority and your landlord can ask you to prove or “certify” that you are a victim 
of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. The housing authority and your landlord must 
give you at least 14 business days (i.e. Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays do not count) to provide 
this proof. The housing authority and your landlord are free to extend the deadline. There are 
three ways you can prove that you are a victim: 

Complete the certification form given to you by the housing authority or your landlord. The form 
will ask for your name, the name of your abuser, the abuser’s relationship to you, the date, 
time, and location of the incident of violence, and a description of the violence. 

Provide a statement from a victim service provider, attorney, or medical professional who has 
helped you address incidents of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. The 
professional must state that he or she believes that the incidents of abuse are real. Both you 
and the professional must sign the statement, and both of you must state that you are signing 
“under penalty of perjury.” 

Provide a police or court record, such as a protective order. 

If you fail to provide one of these documents within the required time, the landlord may evict 
you, and the housing authority may terminate your rental assistance. 

Confidentiality 
The housing authority and your landlord must keep confidential any information you provide 
about the violence against you, unless: 

You give written permission to the housing authority or your landlord to release the information. 

Your landlord needs to use the information in an eviction proceeding, such as to evict your 
abuser. 

A law requires the housing authority or your landlord to release the information. 

If release of the information would put your safety at risk, you should inform the housing 
authority and your landlord. 

VAWA and Other Laws 
VAWA does not limit the housing authority’s or your landlord’s duty to honor court orders about 
access to or control of the property. This includes orders issued to protect a victim and orders 
dividing property among household members in cases where a family breaks up. 
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VAWA does not replace any federal, state, or local law that provides greater protection for 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking.  

For Additional Information 
If you have any questions regarding VAWA, please contact Jeannie Cossey at Jonesboro Urban 
Renewal & Housing Authority. 

For help and advice on escaping an abusive relationship, call the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or 1-800-787-3224 (TTY). 

Definitions 
For purposes of determining whether a tenant may be covered by VAWA, the following list of 
definitions applies: 

VAWA defines domestic violence to include felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence 
committed by any of the following: 

A current or former spouse of the victim 

A person with whom the victim shares a child in common 

A person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse 

A person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence laws 
of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies 

Any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts under 
the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction 

VAWA defines dating violence as violence committed by a person (1) who is or has been in a 
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim AND (2) where the existence 
of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors: 

The length of the relationship 

The type of relationship 

The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship 

VAWA defines stalking as (A)(i) to follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to 
kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person OR (ii) to place under surveillance with the 
intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person AND (B) in the course of, or as a result 
of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in 
reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm 
to (i) that person, (ii) a member of the immediate family of that person, or (iii) the spouse or 
intimate partner of that person. 
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EXHIBIT 16-2: SAMPLE NOTICE TO HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER OWNERS AND 
MANAGERS REGARDING THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA) 

This sample notice was adapted from a notice prepared by the National Housing Law Project. 

A federal law that went into effect in 2006 protects individuals who are victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, and stalking. The name of the law is the Violence against Women Act, 
or “VAWA.” This notice explains your obligations under VAWA. 

Protections for Victims 
You cannot refuse to rent to an applicant solely because he or she is a victim of domestic 
violence, dating violence, or stalking.  

You cannot evict a tenant who is the victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking 
based on acts or threats of violence committed against the victim. Also, criminal acts directly 
related to the domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking that are caused by a household 
member or guest cannot be cause for evicting the victim of the abuse.  

Permissible Evictions 
You can evict a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking if you can demonstrate 
that there is an actual or imminent (immediate) threat to other tenants or employees at the 
property if the victim is not evicted. Also, you may evict a victim for serious or repeated lease 
violations that are not related to the domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. You cannot 
hold a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking to a more demanding standard 
that tenants who are not victims. 

Removing the Abuser from the Household 
You may split the lease to evict a tenant who has committed criminal acts of violence against 
family members or others, while allowing the victim and other household members to stay in the 
unit. If you choose to remove the abuser, you may not take away the remaining tenants’ rights to 
the unit or otherwise punish the remaining tenants. In removing the abuser from the household, 
you must follow federal, state, and local eviction procedures. 

Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, or Stalking 
If a tenant asserts VAWA’s protections, you can ask the tenant to certify that he or she is a 
victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. You are not required to demand official 
documentation and may rely upon the victim’s statement alone. If you choose to request 
certification, you must do so in writing and give the tenant at least 14 business days to provide 
documentation. You are free to extend this deadline. A tenant can certify that he or she is a 
victim by providing any one of the following three documents: 

By completing a HUD-approved certification form. The most recent form is HUD-50066. This 
form is available at the housing authority, or online at www.hudclips.org. 

By providing a statement from a victim service provider, attorney, or medical professional who 
has helped the victim address incidents of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. 
The professional must state that he or she believes that the incidents of abuse are real. Both 
the victim and the professional must sign the statement under penalty of perjury. 

By providing a police or court record, such as a protective order.  
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If the tenant fails to provide one of these documents within 14 business days, you may evict the 
tenant if authorized by otherwise applicable law and lease provisions.  

Confidentiality 
You must keep confidential any information a tenant provides to certify that he or she is a victim 
of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. You cannot enter the information into a shared 
database or reveal it to outside entities unless: 

The tenant provides written permission releasing the information. 

The information is required for use in an eviction proceeding, such as to evict the abuser. 

Release of the information is otherwise required by law.  

The victim should inform you if the release of the information would put his or her safety at risk. 

VAWA and Other Laws 
VAWA does not limit your obligation to honor court orders regarding access to or control of the 
property. This includes orders issued to protect the victim and orders dividing property among 
household members in cases where a family breaks up.  

VAWA does not replace any federal, state, or local law that provides greater protection for 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. 

Additional Information 
If you have any questions regarding VAWA, please contact Jeannie Cossey at Jonesboro Urban 

Renewal & Housing Authority. 

HUD Notice PIH 2006-42 contains detailed information regarding VAWA’s certification 
requirements. The notice is available at http://www.hud.gov/offices/adm/hudclips/. 

An overview of VAWA’s housing provisions is available at 
http://hmis.info/ClassicAsp/documents/March%2016,%202007%20HUD%20Notice%20on
%20VAWA.pdf 

Definitions 

For purposes of determining whether a tenant may be covered by VAWA, the following list of 
definitions applies: 

VAWA defines domestic violence to include felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence 
committed by any of the following: 

A current or former spouse of the victim 

A person with whom the victim shares a child in common 

A person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse 

A person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence laws 
of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies 

Any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts under 
the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction 
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VAWA defines dating violence as violence committed by a person (1) who is or has been in a 
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim AND (2) where the existence 
of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors: 

The length of the relationship 

The type of relationship 

The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship 

VAWA defines stalking as (A)(i) to follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to 
kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person OR (ii) to place under surveillance with the 
intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person AND (B) in the course of, or as a result 
of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in 
reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm 
to (i) that person, (ii) a member of the immediate family of that person, or (iii) the spouse or 
intimate partner of that person. 

 

 


